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Foreword
Since 1989, the Stimson Center has been committed to providing decisionmakers with the best available 
research and critical analysis to meet some of the world’s most complex global issues. We have been proud to 
work across six U.S. presidential administrations—three Republican, and three Democrat—since our inception. 
Like our namesake, Henry L. Stimson and so many of his generation, we believe that partisanship stops at the 
water’s edge. As a result, we have remained staunchly—indeed, stubbornly—independent and nonpartisan in 
our approaches to our shared foreign policy and national security challenges, delivering pragmatic and credible 
solutions to the policymakers who need them most. 

This year, 2024, has been called, “the year the world votes,” with more than half of the world’s population 
headed to the polls in more than 70 national elections. The world’s eye was trained on the democratic process 
and results of many of these polls, from the largest—India, with some 642 million voters casting ballots—
to smaller elections with potentially outsized regional impact—Taiwan’s January election, as well as the 
recent elections by Russia’s neighbor Moldova—to elections whose results and fairness have been met with 
skepticism—Russia and Venezuela, among them. 

It’s safe to say, however, that the election most closely tracked, forecast, and analyzed this year was 
November’s U.S. presidential election, when a near-record number of voters headed to the polls to return 45th 
President Donald J. Trump to the White House. As a second Trump administration builds out its priorities to 
advance American interests at home and abroad, Stimson’s bench of global experts presents some of the most 
promising opportunities for action in the pages to follow through our 2024 Presidential Inbox. 

Now in its fifth iteration, the Stimson Center’s Presidential Inbox series offers a targeted set of policy 
recommendations designed for swift implementation. Each brief zeroes in on steps the president can take 
independently, addressing pressing international issues with minimal congressional intervention. The pages 
to follow serve as a playbook for action for the incoming administration—in twenty-one brief, concise policy 
memos, our experts unpack some of the biggest foreign policy and national security challenges, presenting the 
steps and stakeholders required for implementation and buy-in to deliver credible—and durable—solutions. 

The path to progress is not easy. Indeed, there may even be multiple credible pathways at hand—you will see in 
some sections to come, multiple experts present a range of possible ways forward on challenges like Washington’s 
Taiwan posture vis-à-vis China, and America’s future strategy on national defense investment. All are offered 
here as expert counsel to inform durable American leadership at home and abroad for a second Trump term. 

Stimson’s scholars offer their expert analysis to seize the fullest opportunity of a new administration. We are 
motivated by the pursuit of pragmatic solutions to meet our most urgent challenges, and the latent greatness 
and leadership that the United States can continue to unlock for future peace and prosperity in the world. 

In closing, I again share the words of Henry Stimson, who embodied the duty of public service and an inherent 
commitment to nonpartisanship, serving in the administration of five presidents, both Republican and 
Democrat. As we examine the challenges at hand—with both domestic and global instability at the doorstep—
it can be all too tempting to give in to feelings of overwhelm or skepticism. But Henry Stimson’s words ring in 
my ears—perhaps even more true today than they were in 1948: 

“There is good as well as evil, and the man who tries to work for the good, believing in its eventual victory,  
while he may suffer setback and disaster, will never know defeat. The only deadly sin I know is cynicism.” 

Let’s get to work—today is the day for leadership in action.

Brian Finlay
President and CEO, The Stimson Center
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https://www.crisisgroup.org/asia/south-east-asia/stepping-south-east-asias-most-conspicuous-criminal-enclave
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https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/north-korea-reports-road-rail-links-cut-off-with-hostile-state-south-korea-kcna-2024-10-16/
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https://www.usitc.gov/publications/332/executive_briefings/ebot_us_taiwan_trade.pdf
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U.S. interests in South Asia are not one-size-fits-all. While the first Trump 
administration developed both South Asia and Indo-Pacific strategies, the Biden 
administration opted against a public-facing South Asia strategy. This approach 
limited opportunities to advance U.S. policy objectives beyond those focused on 
strategic competition with China. As the Trump administration returns to 
Washington, the President-elect’s team would do well to revive its original 
approach. Defining distinct yet complementary South Asia and Indo-Pacific 
strategies offers the incoming administration an opportunity to better align U.S. 
objectives with the evolving realities of the region. Combined, these policies can 
be more than the sum of their parts, providing the Trump administration with a 
coherent framework for navigating complex regional dynamics and advancing 
the full range of U.S. interests.   
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https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/justice-department-announces-charges-against-indian-government-employee-connection-foiled
https://www.justice.gov/usao-edny/pr/billionaire-chairman-conglomerate-and-seven-other-senior-business-executives-indicted
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https://www.isas.nus.edu.sg/papers/india-and-south-asia-the-elusive-sphere-of-influence/
https://www.orfonline.org/research/bangladeshs-elections-show-limitations
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https://www.state.gov/reports/2023-country-reports-on-human-rights-practices/india/
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https://www.airandspaceforces.com/b-52s-deploy-middle-east-deter-iran-f-15es/#:~:text=B%2D52%20Bombers%20Deploy%20to%20Middle%20East%20to%20Deter%20Iran,F%2D15E%20Fighters%20to%20Come&text=U.S.%20Air%20Force%20B%2D52,in%20the%20region%20since%202019.
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https://www.businessinsider.com/us-navy-weapons-expenditure-cost-middle-east-conflicts-2024-10
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https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2023/10/14/readout-of-president-bidens-call-with-prime-minister-netanyahu-of-israel-3/
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https://foreignpolicy.com/2024/10/10/biden-israel-hamas-war-gaza-us-policy/
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https://www.cdc.gov/museum/timeline/covid19.html
https://data.who.int/dashboards/covid19/deaths?n=o
https://data.who.int/dashboards/covid19/deaths?n=o
https://data.who.int/dashboards/covid19/deaths?n=o
https://www.economist.com/graphic-detail/coronavirus-excess-deaths-estimates
https://coronavirus.jhu.edu/data/mortality
https://coronavirus.jhu.edu/data/mortality
https://theindependentpanel.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/COVID-19-Make-it-the-Last-Pandemic_final.pdf
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https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cy8095xjg4po
https://www.reuters.com/business/healthcare-pharmaceuticals/who-declares-mpox-global-public-health-emergency-second-time-two-years-2024-08-14/
https://www.reuters.com/business/healthcare-pharmaceuticals/who-declares-mpox-global-public-health-emergency-second-time-two-years-2024-08-14/
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https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2023/07/21/fact-sheet-white-house-launches-office-of-pandemic-preparedness-and-response-policy/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2023/07/21/fact-sheet-white-house-launches-office-of-pandemic-preparedness-and-response-policy/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2024/04/Global-Health-Security-Strategy-2024-1.pdf
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https://instituteforglobalaffairs.org/2024/09/vox-populi-battlegrounds/
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https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/security/blog/2023/05/24/volt-typhoon-targets-us-critical-infrastructure-with-living-off-the-land-techniques/
https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/security/blog/2023/05/24/volt-typhoon-targets-us-critical-infrastructure-with-living-off-the-land-techniques/
https://www.cisa.gov/topics/cyber-threats-and-advisories/advanced-persistent-threats/north-korea
https://www.dni.gov/files/CTIIC/documents/products/North-Korean-TTPs-for-Revenue-Generation.pdf
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2024/03/18/joint-statement-on-efforts-to-counter-the-proliferation-and-misuse-of-commercial-spyware/
https://techcrunch.com/2024/10/31/2024-looks-set-to-be-another-record-breaking-year-for-ransomware-and-its-likely-going-to-get-worse/
https://go.crowdstrike.com/global-threat-report-2024.html?utm_campaign=cao&utm_content=crwd-cao-amer-us-en-psp-x-wht-gtr-tct-x_x_x_x-x&utm_medium=sem&utm_source=goog&utm_term=cyber%20threats%202024&cq_cmp=1705069828&cq_plac=&gad_source=1&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIt7_Hk67FiQMVFlFHAR1OkBUlEAMYASAAEgKJPvD_BwE
https://www.ft.com/content/3b172a2a-4be5-4ef4-87cb-7fdcdee2ad99
https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/security/security-insider/intelligence-reports/microsoft-digital-defense-report-2024#section-master-oc526b
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https://iea.blob.core.windows.net/assets/afc35261-41b2-47d4-86d6-d5d77fc259be/CriticalMineralsMarketReview2023.pdf
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https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/interactive/2023/china-deep-sea-mining-military-renewable-energy/
https://www.gmfus.org/news/chinas-role-critical-mineral-supply-chains
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/interactive/2023/china-deep-sea-mining-military-renewable-energy/
https://www.nytimes.com/2010/09/23/business/global/23rare.html
https://www.csis.org/analysis/what-chinas-ban-rare-earths-processing-technology-exports-means
https://selectcommitteeontheccp.house.gov/sites/evo-subsites/selectcommitteeontheccp.house.gov/files/evo-media-document/reset-prevent-build-scc-report.pdf
https://selectcommitteeontheccp.house.gov/sites/evo-subsites/selectcommitteeontheccp.house.gov/files/evo-media-document/reset-prevent-build-scc-report.pdf
https://www.nytimes.com/2024/07/04/us/politics/seabed-agency-mining.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/interactive/2023/china-deep-sea-mining-military-renewable-energy/#:~:text=The%20ocean%20floor%20is%20shaping%20up%20to%20be%20the%20world's,products%20and%20advanced%20computer%20chips
https://www.economist.com/china/2024/07/28/china-is-itching-to-mine-the-ocean-floor
https://newsecuritybeat.org/2023/08/china-leads-race-bottom-deep-sea-mining-critical-minerals/
https://www.pewtrusts.org/en/research-and-analysis/articles/2024/10/09/nations-discuss-deep-seabed-mining-in-international-waters-amid-growing-concerns
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https://newsecuritybeat.org/2023/08/china-leads-race-bottom-deep-sea-mining-critical-minerals/
https://newsecuritybeat.org/2023/08/china-leads-race-bottom-deep-sea-mining-critical-minerals/
http://www.comra.org/en/2019-06/29/content_40803985.htm
https://www.isa.org.jm/news/isa-secretary-general-concludes-high-level-visit-to-china/
https://news.mongabay.com/2024/08/brazils-carvalho-to-lead-isa-following-predecessors-controversial-term/
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https://www.defense.gov/News/News-Stories/Article/Article/3700059/dod-looks-to-establish-mine-to-magnet-supply-chain-for-rare-earth-materials/
https://www.technologyreview.com/2024/01/05/1084791/rare-earth-materials-clean-energy/
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https://www.brookings.edu/articles/law-of-the-sea-convention-should-the-u-s-join/
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https://static.rusi.org/201707_rusi_below_the_surface_haenlein.pdf
https://www.pewtrusts.org/en/research-and-analysis/articles/2023/06/07/6-facts-you-may-not-know-about-illegal-unreported-and-unregulated-fishing
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1 Hours of effort is the hours spent fishing by DWF fleets multiplied by the power of the engine vessels, 
abbreviated as kilowatt hours (kWh). 

https://s3.amazonaws.com/media.fisheries.noaa.gov/2024-07/FEUS-2022-v04-0.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/media.fisheries.noaa.gov/2024-07/FEUS-2022-v04-0.pdf
https://apps.fas.usda.gov/newgainapi/api/Report/DownloadReportByFileName?fileName=Seafood%20Market%20Update_Osaka%20ATO_Japan_JA2023-0020.pdf
https://apps.fas.usda.gov/newgainapi/api/Report/DownloadReportByFileName?fileName=Seafood%20Market%20Update_Osaka%20ATO_Japan_JA2023-0020.pdf
https://www.stimson.org/2019/shining-light-need-transparency-across-distant-water-fishing/
https://www.stimson.org/2019/shining-light-need-transparency-across-distant-water-fishing/
https://www.pewtrusts.org/en/research-and-analysis/issue-briefs/2022/05/most-long-distance-fishing-in-foreign-waters-dominated-by-only-a-few-governments
https://ejfoundation.org/resources/downloads/Tide-of-Injustice-SWIO-report.pdf
https://www.stimson.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/07/REPORT_ReimaginingSIMPWorkshop1StimsonFishWise.pdf
https://www.waltonfamilyfoundation.org/about-us/newsroom/walton-family-foundation-urges-action-on-seafood-traceability-ahead-of-world-oceans-day
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https://www.usitc.gov/publications/332/pub5168.pdf
https://www.bibguru.com/g/chicago-report-citation/
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https://uscode.house.gov/view.xhtml?path=/prelim@title16/chapter99&edition=prelim
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