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MOVING FORWARD, 
LOOKING BACK—
ADDRESSING GENDER IN 
THE ATT PROCESS

Presented by: Allison Pytlak, Disarmament 
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HOW DID GBV COME TO BE 
INCLUDED IN THE ATT?

WHAT HAPPENED AT CSP5?

WHAT IS HAPPENING IN OTHER 
RELEVANT FORUMS?

TODAY’S AGENDA: 
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GENDER IN ATT PROCESS: A TIMELINE



Article 7.4

“The exporting State Party, in making this 
assessment, shall take into account the risk of the 

conventional arms covered under Article 2 (1) or of 
the items covered under Article 3 or Article 4 being 
used to commit or facilitate serious acts of gender-
based violence or serious acts of violence against 

women and children.”







CSP5 outcomes (found in paragraph 22 of the Final Report)

CSP5 
outcomes

1. Representation and 
participation

3. Risk assessment

2. Increase understanding 
of gendered impacts of 

armed violence5. The VTF

4. Review 
progress on 
gender and 

GBV



CSP5—
22(a)Represent
ation and 
participation in 
future CSP 
meetings:

i. States Parties, Signatory and Observer States attending 
ATT Working Groups, preparatory meetings and CSP itself 
should strive for gender balance in their delegations.

ii. The ATT Secretariat should report to CSPs on overall 
progress among delegations in achieving gender balance.

iii. States, civil society organizations and industry are 
encouraged to share with CSPs policies and practices they 
have adopted to achieving greater gender balance, when 
appropriate during formal sessions or side events.

iv. Gender balanced panels should be encouraged in 
plenary sessions, side events and other fora. Event 
organizers should strive to achieve gender balanced 
panels at an early stage in their planning.

v. The sponsorship programme should consider gender 
balance as one of its selection criteria.



CSP5—22(b)In 
order to increase 
understanding of 
the gendered 
impact of armed 
violence in the 
context of the 
ATT:

i. All Working Group Chairs and facilitators are encouraged to 
consider gender aspects in their sessions.

ii. States Parties are encouraged to collect gender disaggregated 
data within their national crime and health statistics, including 
gender disaggregated data on victims of armed violence and 
conflict, and make this data publicly available. 

iii. States, civil society organizations and industry are encouraged 
to share with CSPs policies and practices they have adopted to 
achieving greater gender balance, when appropriate during 
formal sessions or side events.

iv. States are encouraged to support research that helps increase 
understanding of the gendered impact of armed violence in the 
context of the ATT. Lists of existing research and data sources 
should be compiled and made available to all interested 
stakeholders. All stakeholders, including civil society, are 
encouraged to work towards elaboration and explanation of 
gender terms, to assist States in applying and working with 
gender issues within the ATT context.



CSP5—22(c) On (GBV) 
risk assessment criteria, 
the WGETI should 
consider the following 
issues in conjunction 
with other relevant 
elements to enhance 
States Parties’ ability to 
implement Articles 6 
and 7:

i. Encourage discussion on States’ practice in interpreting the 
language and standards entailed in Article 7(4), including 
“serious”, “facilitate” and “overriding” risk, in order to assist 
States Parties in considering GBV issues in implementing the 
Treaty.

ii. Encourage States Parties to provide information on their 
national practices relating to “mitigating measures” in the context 
of Article. 7(4): what these can be and how they are 
implemented.

iii. Encourage States Parties to provide information on their 
national practices in GBV risk assessment in order to facilitate 
learning between States Parties.

iv. Elements for a voluntary training guide to assist States Parties 
on the issues of GBV, including best practices for risk assessment, 
should be developed with voluntary funding, and with the 
participation of all stakeholders.



22(d) CSP5—States Parties and others with planned 
regional meetings and projects supported by the VTF are 
encouraged to consider how work on gender and GBV can 
take place within their projects in order to make them 
more effective in contributing toward achievement of the 
object and the purpose of the Treaty.

22(e) CSP5—States Parties agreed to review progress on 
gender and GBV on an ongoing basis.



Gender and 
disarmament: 
in policy and 
practice

Gender diverse 
participation/women's 
participation in disarmament

Gender-differentiated impacts of 
weapons, armed violence and 
armed conflict. GBV prevention

Challenging structural violence 
and militarism; problematic 
gender norms; militarised 
masculinities.









22(b)ii. States Parties are 
encouraged to collect gender 
disaggregated data within 
their national crime and 
health statistics, including 
gender disaggregated data 
on victims of armed violence 
and conflict, and make this 
data publicly available. 

74. To take account of the 
differing impacts of the illicit 
trade in small arms and light 
weapons on women, men, 
girls and boys by collecting, 
where feasible, 
disaggregated data by sex, 
age and disability and 
utilizing analysis mechanisms 
to inform evidence -based 
gender-sensitive policy-
making and programming 
with a view to strengthening 
the full and effective 
implementation of the 
Programme of Action at all 
levels. 

Similarities between BMS7 and CSP5 
outcomes: Example 1



22(c)(ii). Encourage 
States Parties to provide 
information on their 
national practices 
relating to “mitigating 
measures” in the context 
of Article. 7(4): what 
these can be and how 
they are implemented.
22(c)(iii). Encourage 
States Parties to provide 
information on their 
national practices in GBV 
risk assessment in order 
to facilitate learning 
between States Parties.

75. To exchange national 
experiences, lessons 
learned and good 
practices on the 
mainstreaming of gender 
perspectives into policies 
and programmes 
designed to combat the 
illicit trade in small arms 
and light weapons.

Similarities between BMS7 and CSP5 
outcomes: Example 2



22(d) States Parties and 
others with planned 
regional meetings and 
projects supported by 
the VTF are encouraged 
to consider how work on 
gender and GBV can take 
place within their 
projects in order to make 
them more effective in 
contributing toward 
achievement of the 
object and the purpose 
of the Treaty.

76. To encourage States 
in a position to do so to 
increase funding for 
relevant policies and 
programmes, advocacy, 
education, training and 
research that take 
account of the differing 
impacts of the illicit 
trade in small arms and 
light weapons on 
women, men, girls and 
boys.

Similarities between BMS7 and CSP5 
outcomes: Example 3



Recommendations from the OHCHR on gender 
and arms transfers


