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The Institute for Peace Studies and Conflict Resolution was estab-
lished in January 2007 under the aegis of the Centre for Study of Soci-
ety and Secularism, Mumbai. The overarching goal of the Institute is to 
create enabling conditions for peace and security by creating awareness 
in the society of factors affecting peace; addressing myths attributed to 
religious teachings; research and study into communal and sectarian 

conflicts; capacity building and peace advocacy, especially among youth; and supporting 
women’s empowerment. IPSCR collaborates with other institutions, including the Tata Insti-
tute of Social Science Research, and the Department of Civics and Politics and the Depart-
ment of Sociology, University of Mumbai.

The Stimson Center, located in Washington, DC, is a nonprofit, non-
partisan institution devoted to offering practical solutions to problems 

of national and international security. Since its establishment in 1989, Stimson has been 
committed to meaningful impact, a thorough integration of analysis and outreach, and a 
creative and innovative approach to global security challenges. Stimson has three basic 
program areas: reducing the threat of weapons of mass destruction, building regional secu-
rity, and strengthening institutions of international peace and security. These program areas 
encompass work on a wide range of issues, from nonproliferation to transnational chal-
lenges in Asia, from UN peacekeeping operations to analyzing the resources needed for 
21st century statecraft.
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Preface

Stimson’s Regional Voices: Transnational Challenges project is devoted to enhanc-
ing the information and analysis available to US policymakers about emerging trans-

national security challenges. The project develops knowledge and analysis of the perspec-
tives of technical and subject experts, and political and strategic analysts. The geographical 
range of the project’s work is the Middle East, South Asia, Southeast Asia, and East Africa. 

The current essay reflects work that was begun in late 2007 and has continued into 2010. 
It forms part of a series that began with publication in 2008 of Transnational Trends: Mid-
dle Eastern and Asian Views. This was followed in 2009 by publications on the political 
economy of natural resources, climate change and river systems, maritime resources and 
security in the Indian Ocean, Indian climate policy, and the relationship between Islam and 
politics. Upcoming publications address maritime commerce, climate change and coastal 
zones, and migration and urbanization.

The overarching framework for our inquiry has consisted of the following questions. How is 
contemporary public discourse evolving to address new technical, governance, and cultural 
challenges? How do political structures and cultural traditions constrain or facilitate effective 
responses? What new opportunities for transnational cooperation do we find? What scientific 
or technical resources are available? How do social, economic, environmental, technological, 
and political trends interact? How do these new developments relate to traditional security 
concerns? What new sources of instability, crisis, or conflict do they present?

The present study about the Muslims of India takes an interdisciplinary approach. It weaves 
together history, politics, culture, and sociology in a series of sections, each focused on a 
theme or question related to current issues, such as religious and national identity, political 
participation, violence and extremism, and social and economic disadvantage. In the spirit 
of the Regional Voices program, we chose to approach this topic in as holistic a manner as 
possible, recognizing that many factors are at play simultaneously, and cause-and-effect 
relationships are often hard to discern. We hope that this nonlinear, three-dimensional 
approach will bring to life the richness and complexity of the topic of India’s Muslims.

Ellen Laipson
President and CEO, Stimson Center
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