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AUTHORS FROM THE REGIONS

Hayfaa Almudhaf
Hayfaa Almudhaf is Director of the Public Relations and Publications Division of
the Kuwait Institute for Scientific Research (KISR). An engineer by training, she
has led a number of research projects at KISR and in the past served as Director
of the Policy Research and Planning Division. She has also served on the Board
of Directors of Kuwait’s Environment Public Authority (EPA) and as a member of
the Higher Committee of Kuwait’s Public Authority for Housing Care. She has au-
thored more than 40 publications, including technical reports, conference papers,
and journal articles. Her areas of expertise include development and workforce is-
sues in the Gulf.

V. Balachandran
V. Balachandran is a Mumbai-based independent security consultant with a back-
ground in intelligence and in the Indian Police Service. He served as Special
Secretary, Cabinet Secretariat, Government of India, Minister in the Embassy of
India in Washington, DC, and headed the Special Branch in Mumbai. Mr. Bal-
achandran’s areas of expertise include police intelligence, counterterrorism, crime,
and insurgency. He is a regular contributor to major Indian and international
dailies. 

Mely Caballero-Anthony
Mely Caballero-Anthony is Associate Professor at the S. Rajaratnam School of In-
ternational Studies (RSIS), Nanyang Technological University, Singapore. She
also holds the concurrent positions of Coordinator of the School’s Programme on
Non-Traditional Security in Asia and Secretary-General of the newly established
Consortium of Non-Traditional Security Studies in Asia (NTS-Asia). Dr. Ca-
ballero-Anthony’s research interests include regionalism and regional security in
the Asia-Pacific; multilateral security cooperation, politics, and international rela-
tions in Southeast Asia; conflict prevention and management; and human security.
Her recent publications include Regional Security in Southeast Asia: Beyond the
ASEAN Way (2005), UN Peace Operations and Asian Security (2005), Studying
Non-Traditional Security in Asia: Issues and Trends (2006), and Understanding
Non-Traditional Security in Asia: Dilemmas in Securitization (2006). She has also
published extensively in journals such as Asian Survey, Asian Perspective, and
Journal of International Affairs.
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Antonio P. Contreras
Antonio P. Contreras obtained his PhD in Political Science from the University of
Hawaii in 1991, as an East-West Center Fellow. In 2001, he joined the faculty of
the Political Science Department of De La Salle University, where he is Full Pro-
fessor, and is currently the Dean of the College of Liberal Arts. Previously he
taught at the College of Forestry and Natural Resources of University of the
Philippines, Los Banos, and in 2003 he was a Research Exchange Fellow with the
Southeast Asia Conflict Studies Network (SEACSN). His academic areas include
comparative politics, political theory, political economy, environment and natural
resources policy and governance, and gender and development. His research focus
is on state–civil society relationships, particularly on the role of non-state actors
in governance at all levels, and political processes in domains not traditionally
considered political. His current research includes studies on the politics of the
media and the politics of commercial sex work. 

Paul Dyer
Paul Dyer is a Research Associate at the Dubai School of Government. His re-
search interests include demographics, labor policy, public service provision, and
the political economy of reform in the Middle East and North Africa (MENA) re-
gion. Mr. Dyer received a master’s degree in Arab Studies with a concentration in
Economics and Development from Georgetown University, where he was the
Sheikh Sultan bin Mohamed Al Qassemi Scholar. Prior to joining the Dubai School
of Government, he worked with the World Bank for four years as a consultant in the
Office of the Chief Economist, MENA Region. While at the World Bank, he served
on the core team of authors for several regional reports, including Unlocking the
Employment Potential in the Middle East and North Africa: Toward a New Social
Contract and MENA Economic Developments and Prospects. He is the author of
several articles on employment in the Middle East and co-authored a chapter on
employment in the 2007 Arab World Competitiveness Report and a chapter on the
fertility decline in Labor Markets in the Middle East and North Africa. 

Irfan Engineer
Irfan Engineer is Director of the Centre for Study of Society and Secularism
(CSSS) in Mumbai. The Centre undertakes research projects in the fields of reli-
gious, communal, and ethnic conflicts and comparative religions; organizes inter-
faith discussions; conducts training programs; prepares community-based mass
awareness programs; and networks with other organizations in order to promote
communal harmony and the spirit of secularism in India. Mr. Engineer is a promi-
nent social activist and advocate and is also the Associate Editor of the Indian
Journal of Secularism.

Len R. Garces
Len R. Garces has been with the WorldFish Center in Manila for 16 years and cur-
rently holds the post of Research Fellow, through which he is involved with the
Center’s coastal fisheries projects. He has extensive fisheries and aquaculture re-
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search experience in several Southeast and South Asian nations. In addition to
other Integrated Coastal Zone Management research and training activities, Mr.
Garces has been leading the multidisciplinary project Fisheries Rehabilitation in
Tsunami-Affected Indonesia since 2005. In the past, Mr. Garces worked on the
ADB-funded project Sustainable Management of Coastal Fish Stocks in Asia and
Fish Fights over Fish Rights in Southeast Asia, and he supervised coastal area
fieldwork activities as a part of the Resource and Ecological Assessment Studies
team in the Philippines. His research focuses on innovative ways of assessing and
managing small-scale fisheries in developing country situations. 

Rami Khouri
Rami Khouri is currently Dubai Initiative Senior Fellow, Director of the Issam
Fares Institute for Public Policy and International Affairs at the American Uni-
versity of Beirut, and Editor-at-Large of the Beirut-based Daily Star, which is
published throughout the Middle East. In addition, he writes an internationally
syndicated column for the International Herald Tribune. He was a 2001–2002
Neiman Journalism Fellow at Harvard University and was appointed a member
of the Brookings Institution Task Force on US Relations with the Islamic World.
He is a Research Associate at the Program on the Analysis and Resolution of
Conflict at the Maxwell School, Syracuse University; a Fellow of the Palestin-
ian Academic Society for the Study of International Affairs (Jerusalem); and a
member of the Leadership Council of the Harvard University Divinity School.
He also serves on the board of the East-West Institute, the Center for Contem-
porary Arab Studies at Georgetown University, and the Jordan National Mu-
seum. He was executive editor of the Daily Star newspaper from 2003 to 2005,
and before that had been Editor-in-Chief of the Jordan Times for seven years.

Anthony Pramualratana
Anthony Pramualratana, Executive Director of the Thailand Business Coalition on
AIDS (TBCA), has been involved in HIV/AIDS-related issues since 1990, after
graduating with a PhD in Demography from the Australian National University.
After his studies in Australia, Dr. Pramualratana assumed a teaching and research
position at Mahidol University. In 1996, he joined the United Nations Develop-
ment Programme in the position of HIV/AIDS Management Specialist and as-
sisted, among other activities, in the establishment of the UNAIDS Progamme in
Thailand. In 1997, Dr. Pramualratana joined the Thailand Business Coalition on
AIDS as its second Executive Director. 

AUTHORS FROM THE HENRY L. STIMSON CENTER

Richard P. Cronin
Richard P. Cronin has headed the Asian Political Economy project at the Stimson
Center since July 2006. Currently, he is working on issues concerning hydropower
in the Mekong Basin, US-ASEAN relations, and issues concerning China and
Southeast Asia. Previously, Dr. Cronin worked with the Congressional Research
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Service (CRS) as a Senior Asian Affairs Specialist in the Foreign Affairs, Defense
and Trade Division. CRS is the nonpartisan research and information arm of the
US Congress. His responsibilities included both research and research manage-
ment, spanning a wide range of US policy issues regarding South, Southeast, and
Northeast Asia. Dr. Cronin has taught comparative political economy of Asia at
Johns Hopkins and Washington, DC–area universities and has taught in Japan and
lectured on Asian political and security issues in more than a dozen Asian-Pacific
countries. He received his PhD from Syracuse University and his MA and BS from
the University of Houston.

Emile El-Hokayem
Emile El-Hokayem is a Research Fellow with the Henry L. Stimson Center’s
Southwest Asia/Gulf program, which he joined in June 2004. His current research
focuses on the security and politics of the Persian Gulf, with a particular empha-
sis on the Iranian nuclear issue, Iran-GCC relations, and regional security. He is
also analyzing the defense and security policies of the Arab Gulf states. Mr. El-
Hokayem is also an analyst of Lebanese and Syrian politics and security. He
earned his Master of Science in Foreign Service from Georgetown University,
where he focused on international security, US foreign policy, and the Middle
East. He also served as Editor-in-Chief of the Georgetown Journal of Interna-
tional Affairs, the school’s academic publication. He has worked as an independ-
ent consultant on Middle East issues, including human rights, refugee affairs, and
political reform. His Washington experience includes research work on Middle
East issues at the International Crisis Group and the Middle East Institute. He
holds degrees in economics and finance from the University of Paris–Dauphine.
He is fluent in French and Arabic.

Julie E. Fischer
Julie E. Fischer leads the Stimson Center’s Global Health Security program. Dr.
Fischer is a former Council on Foreign Relations International Affairs Fellow
(2003–2004) and American Association for the Advancement of Science Congres-
sional Fellow (2000–2001). As professional staff with the Senate Committee on
Veterans’Affairs, she worked on issues related to domestic terrorism preparedness
and the consequences of biological, chemical, and radiological exposures during
military service. She served as a Senior Research Fellow at the University of
Washington/Seattle Biomedical Research Institute and an independent consultant
to a Thai Ministry of Public Health–US CDC collaboration aimed at identifying
and controlling emerging infections of regional and global significance. Dr. Fis-
cher received a BA from Hollins University and a PhD in microbiology and im-
munology from Vanderbilt University.

Ellen Laipson 
Ellen Laipson is currently President and CEO of The Henry L. Stimson Center.
She joined the Center in 2002 after nearly 25 years of government service. Key
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positions included Vice Chair of the National Intelligence Council (NIC)
(1997–2002) and Special Assistant to the US Permanent Representative to the
United Nations (1995–1997). At the NIC, Laipson co-managed the interdiscipli-
nary study Global Trends 2015 and directed the NIC’s outreach to think tanks and
research organizations on a wide range of national security topics. Her earlier gov-
ernment career focused on analysis and policy making on Middle East and South
Asian issues. At the Center, Laipson directs the Southwest Asia project, which fo-
cuses on a range of security issues in the Gulf region. Laipson is a frequent
speaker on Middle East issues and on US foreign policy and global trends. She is
a member of the Council on Foreign Relations, the International Institute of Strate-
gic Studies, the Middle East Institute, and the Middle East Studies Association. In
2003, she joined the boards of the Asia Foundation and the Education and Em-
ployment Foundation. 

Amit Pandya 
Amit Pandya directs the Stimson Center’s Regional Voices: Transnational Chal-
lenges project. He is a South Asia expert and international lawyer. He has been
Counsel to the Government Operations and Foreign Affairs Committees of the
House of Representatives, and held senior positions at the Departments of Defense
and State and at the US Agency for International Development. His areas of ex-
pertise in government have included national security and civil liberties, congres-
sional oversight, public diplomacy, refugee and immigration policy, foreign
assistance, humanitarian intervention, human rights, post-conflict reconstruction,
and military-civilian coordination. He has also practiced law and worked in vari-
ous civil and human rights nonprofit organizations, and was formerly an ethnog-
rapher and teacher.

Kendra Patterson
Kendra Patterson is Research Associate with the Regional Voices: Transnational
Challenges project at The Henry L. Stimson Center. Her current areas of research
include hydropolitics, climate change, and security. Prior to joining the Stimson
Center, her primary research interests were constructions of gender in China and
Japan, the role of national identity in international relations, and East Asian secu-
rity. Ms. Patterson earned her BA from Global College (Long Island University)
while studying at Zhejiang University in Hangzhou, China, and the Japan Center
in Kyoto. She was awarded the Heiwa Nakajima Scholarship to study at the Tokyo
University of Foreign Studies in 2002 and received her MA from the Australian
National University in 2004. 
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