56

ABOUT THE AUTHORS

Polly Nayak is an independent consultant. She retired from government in 2002. From 1995-2001, she
was the US intelligence community’s senior expert and manager on South Asia, shaping information and
crisis support for the White House and Congress during a period when India and Pakistan tested nuclear
weapons, the two nuclear powers fought in Kashmir, the Taliban took over most of Afghanistan, and al-Qaeda
established its presence there. Since 2002, Ms. Nayak has consulted for government and private sector clients
on issues ranging from terrorism and insurgency to nuclear proliferation, political stability, foreign relations,
and business climate, with special emphasis on South Asia. Earlier in her career, she worked on Africa and
Latin America, as well. Ms. Nayak is a member of Sandia National Laboratories’ Distinguished Advisory
Panel. She held a Federal Executive Fellowship at the Brookings Institution in 2001-2002.

Ms. Nayak’s recent publications include US Security Policy on South Asia Since 9/11—Challenges and
Implications for the Future (Asia-Pacific Center, 2005). She is working on a book on foreign policy learning
by senior US officials. Ms. Nayak lectures often on US foreign policy, South Asia, terrorism, and non-
proliferation issues, most recently at Stanford University, Georgetown, the Woodrow Wilson Center, Indiana
University, the Asia-Pacific Center (Honolulu), American University, Wesleyan University (Connecticut),
Washington College, and the Brookings Institution. She teaches several expert-level courses in the intelligence
community, as well as for the Foreign Service Institute’s South Asia seminar. She is a speaker for the nonprofit,
nonpartisan American Committees on Foreign Relations. In earlier years, Ms. Nayak served on an Indian
corporate team, negotiating international “turn-key” projects. Her education includes an A.B. degree from
Harvard University (in the honors Social Studies Program), an M. A. from the Fletcher School, and graduate
work at MIT.

Michael Krepon is the co-founder of the Henry L. Stimson Center, where he served as President and CEO
from 1989-2000. Mr. Krepon previously served under President Jimmy Carter at the US Arms Control and
Disarmament Agency. He also worked for four years on Capitol Hill, handling armed services and defense
appropriations matters. Immediately prior to co-founding the Stimson Center, Mr. Krepon was a Senior

Associate at the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace.

Mr. Krepon is the author of Cooperative Threat Reduction, Missile Defense, and the Nuclear Future (Palgrave
Macmillan, 2003) and Space Assurance or Space Dominance, The Case Against Weaponizing Space (The
Henry L. Stimson Center, 2003). He is the contributing editor of Nuclear Risk Reduction in South Asia
(Palgrave Macmillan, 2004), and Escalation Control and the Nuclear Option in South Asia (The Henry L.
Stimson Center, 2004). Mr. Krepon is the author or co-editor of eight other books, including Crisis Prevention,
Confidence Building, and Reconciliation in South Asia (St. Martin’s Press, 1995) and Global Confidence
Building: New Tools for Troubled Regions (St. Martin’s Press, 1999).



57



