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Appendix 3:  
Partner Institutions

Middle East

Gulf Research Center (GRC). Based in Dubai, United Arab Emirates, the Gulf Research 
Center is a privately funded, nonpartisan think tank, education provider, and consultancy 
specializing in the Gulf region (the six Gulf Cooperation Council countries, and Iran, Iraq, 
and Yemen). Established in 2000, the Center conducts research on political, social, eco-
nomic, security, and environmental issues from a Gulf perspective, redressing the current 
imbalance in Gulf area studies, where regional opinions and interests are underrepresented. 
With “Knowledge for All” as its motto, the GRC strives to promote different aspects of 
development and facilitate reforms in the region in order to secure a better future for its 
citizens.

Issam Fares Institute for Public Policy and International Affairs (IFI). The Issam Fares 
Institute for Public Policy and International Affairs at the American University of Beirut 
(AUB) was inaugurated in 2006 to harness the policy-related research of AUB’s interna-
tionally respected faculty and other scholars in order to contribute positively to Arab poli-
cymaking and international relations. In the established tradition of AUB, IFI is a neutral, 
dynamic, civil, and open space where people representing all viewpoints in society can 
gather and discuss significant issues of the day, anchored in a long-standing commitment 
to mutual understanding and high-quality research. The main goals of IFI are to raise the 
quality of public policy–related debate and decision making in the Arab world and abroad; 
to enhance the Arab world’s input in international affairs; and to enrich the quality of inter-
action among scholars, officials, and civil society actors in the Middle East and abroad. 
It operates research-to-policy programs in the areas of climate change and environment, 
Palestinian refugee camps, youth-related issues, and think tanks and public policymaking 
in the Arab world.

South Asia

Asia Foundation, Sri Lanka. Recognizing that a sustainable peace is tied to overcoming 
deeper problems of a weakened democracy, lack of justice, and human rights violations, 
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the Asia Foundation’s program in Sri Lanka seeks to identify and support organizations and 
institutions that promote democratic governance and the rule of law as essential for last-
ing peace and prosperity. The Asia Foundation programs in Sri Lanka date back to 1954. 
The Foundation has been a pioneer in strengthening community-based legal services and 
mediation for the poor in Sri Lanka. The Foundation supported a definitive study on the 
relationship between aid, conflict, and peace-building in Sri Lanka, and a follow-up study 
on the US involvement in the country’s peace process. The Foundation distributes some 
80,000 new English-language publications a year to libraries throughout Sri Lanka.

Institute of Peace Studies and Conflict Resolution (IPSCR). The Institute of Peace 
Studies and Conflict Resolution was established in January 2007 under the aegis of the 
Centre for Study of Society and Secularism, Mumbai. The overarching goal of the Institute 
is to create enabling conditions for peace and security by creating awareness in the soci-
ety of factors affecting peace; addressing myths attributed to religious teachings; research 
and study into communal and sectarian conflicts; capacity building and peace advocacy, 
especially among youth; and supporting women’s empowerment. IPSCR collaborates with 
other institutions, including the Tata Institute of Social Science Research, and the Depart-
ment of Civics and Politics and the Department of Sociology, University of Mumbai.

Institute of Policy Studies (IPS). The Institute of Policy Studies based in Islamabad and 
founded in 1979 is an autonomous, nonprofit, civil society organization, dedicated to pro-
moting policy-oriented research on Pakistan affairs, international relations, and religion 
and faith. IPS provides a forum for informed discussion and dialogue on national and inter-
national issues; formulates viable plans; and presents key initiatives and policy measures 
to policymakers, analysts, political leaders, legislators, researchers, academia, civil society 
organizations, media, and other stakeholders. Periodicals and publications, interaction, dia-
logue, thematic research, and capacity-building programs are instrumental in its research 
endeavors. IPS garners collaboration as well as extends its active cooperation to other orga-
nizations in one or more areas of research.

Pakistan Institute of Legislative Development and Transparency (PILDAT). The Paki-
stan Institute of Legislative Development and Transparency is an indigenous, indepen-
dent, and nonpartisan research and training institution committed to strengthening democ-
racy and democratic institutions. PILDAT works to increase the legislative capabilities 
of elected officials, carries out in-depth analysis of the democratic developments of the 
country, provides performance reviews of the Parliament and provincial assemblies, and 
encourages the culture and value of democracy in youth through the first-ever Youth Par-
liament of Pakistan. The Institute also facilitates the formulation of issue-based caucuses 
across party lines, including the Young Parliamentarians’ Forum, the Parliamentary Con-
sultative Group on Women’s Issues, and the Parliamentary Group on Inter-Faith Relations. 
PILDAT also facilitates non-Parliamentary groups of leading intellectuals and thinkers for 
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discourse on issues such as free and fair elections, the electoral process, youth and politics, 
and dialogue between Muslims and the West. 

Regional Center for Strategic Studies (RCSS). Based in Colombo, the Regional Cen-
ter for Strategic Studies is an independent, nonprofit, and nongovernmental organization 
that fosters collaborative research, networking, and interaction on strategic and interna-
tional issues pertaining to South Asia. RCSS coordinates research on strategic and security-
related issues; promotes interaction among scholars and other professionals in and outside 
the region who are engaged in South Asian strategic and international studies; and fosters 
relationships and collaboration among institutions studying issues related to conflict, con-
flict resolution, cooperation, stability, and security in South Asia. 

Sustainable Development Policy Institute (SDPI). The Sustainable Development Policy 
Institute, based in Islamabad, was founded in 1992 as an independent, nonprofit organi-
zation which would serve as a source of expertise on socioeconomic development and 
environmental issues in Pakistan. The Institute works to conduct policy-oriented research 
and advocacy from a broad multidisciplinary approach; promote the implementation of 
policies, programs, laws, and regulations of sustainable development; strengthen civil soci-
ety through collaboration with other organizations; disseminate research findings through 
media, conferences, lectures, publications, and curricula development; and contribute to 
building up national research capacity and infrastructure. The Institute acts as both a gener-
ator of original research on sustainable development issues and as an information resource 
for concerned individuals and institutions. SDPI’s function is thus twofold: an advisory 
role fulfilled through research, policy advice, and advocacy; and an enabling role realized 
through providing other individuals and organizations with resource materials and training.

The Energy and Resources Institute (TERI). The Energy and Resources Institute was 
formally established in 1974 in New Delhi with the purpose of tackling the acute problems 
that mankind is likely to face in the years ahead resulting from the depletion of the earth’s 
energy resources and the pollution their unsustainable use causes. The Institute works to 
provide environment-friendly solutions to rural energy problems, tackle global climate 
change issues across continents, advance solutions to the growing urban transport and air 
pollution, and promote energy efficiency in the Indian industry. TERI is the largest develop-
ing country institution devoted to finding innovative solutions toward a sustainable future. 
TERI has established affiliate institutes abroad: TERI-NA (North America) in Washington, 
DC; TERI-Europe in London, UK; and has a presence in Japan and Malaysia. 

Southeast Asia

Centre for Strategic and International Studies, Jakarta (CSIS). The Centre for Strate-
gic and International Studies based in Jakarta and established in 1971, is an independent, 
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nonprofit organization focusing on policy-oriented studies on domestic and international 
issues. Its mission is to contribute to improved policymaking through research, dialogue, 
and public debate. CSIS believes that long-term planning and vision for Indonesia and 
the region must be based on an in-depth understanding of economic, political, and social 
issues including regional and international developments. In the area of foreign policy, the 
Center’s research is complemented and strengthened by its relations with an extensive net-
work of research, academic, and other organizations worldwide. CSIS’s research is used 
by government, universities, research institutions, civil society organizations, media, and 
businesses.

S. Rajaratnam School of International Studies (RSIS). Based in Singapore, the S. Raja-
ratnam School of International Studies was established in January 2007 as an autonomous 
school within the Nanyang Technological University. RSIS is a leading research and gradu-
ate teaching institution in strategic international affairs in the Asia-Pacific region. Its name 
honors the contributions of Mr. S. Rajaratnam, who was one of Singapore’s founding fathers 
and a well-respected visionary diplomat and strategic thinker. RSIS includes the Interna-
tional Centre for Political Violence and Terrorism Research, the Centre of Excellence for 
National Security, the Centre for Non-Traditional Security Studies, and the Consortium of 
Non-Traditional Security Studies in Asia. The focus of research is on issues relating to the 
security and stability of the Asia-Pacific region and their implications for Singapore and 
other countries in the region.

Singapore Institute of International Affairs (SIIA). The Singapore Institute of Interna-
tional Affairs is a nonprofit, nongovernmental organization dedicated to the research, anal-
ysis, and discussion of regional and international issues. Founded in 1961 and registered as 
a membership-based society, SIIA is Singapore’s oldest think tank. Its mission is to make 
Singapore a more cosmopolitan society that better understands the international affairs of 
its region and the world. 




