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Task Force Member Biographies 

PROJECT ADVISORS 
 

James E. Auer is Director of the Center for US–Japan Studies and 
Cooperation at Vanderbilt University’s Vanderbilt Institute for Public Policy 
Studies.  His Ph.D. in International Relations is from the Fletcher School of Law 
and Diplomacy at Tufts University.  He served twenty years as a Naval Officer, 
commanding a frigate homeported in Japan and attending the Japan Maritime 
Self-Defense Force Staff College.  He also served as the Special Assistant for 
Japan in the Office of the Secretary of Defense for ten years before moving to 
Nashville.   His activities at Vanderbilt include research and writing, as well as 
teaching for the Departments of East Asian Studies and History. 

Charles D. Ferguson is Scientist-in-Residence based in the Washington 
DC Office of the Monterey Institute for International Studies’ Center for 
Nonproliferation Studies (CNS). He joined CNS from the US Department of 
State, where he was a Foreign Affairs Officer in the Office of the Senior 
Coordinator for Nuclear Safety in the Bureau of Nonproliferation.  At the State 
Department, he helped coordinate US government interagency nuclear safety 
policy on decommissioned Russian marine nuclear react ors, the Korean 
Peninsula Energy Development Organization (KEDO) light water reactor 
project in the DPRK, Indian and Pakistani commercial nuclear power plants, and 
Russian plutonium production reactors.  He has also served as a nuclear arms 
control and nonproliferation analyst at the Federation of American Scientists 
(FAS), where he directed the Nuclear Policy Project.  At FAS, he analyzed 
many arms control and nonproliferation issues, including missile defense, the 
Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty, and deep cuts in nuclear arsenals.  His public 
policy articles, commentaries, and letters have appeared in Arms Control Today, 
The Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists, The FAS Public Interest Report, the Los 
Angeles Times, and the Washington Post, among others.  He earned a BS degree 
with distinction in physics and a commission as an officer in the US Navy from 
the US Naval Academy.  Upon leaving the Navy, he earned an MA and a Ph.D. 
in physics from Boston University. 

Alan D. Romberg is Senior Associate and Director of the East Asia 
Program at The Henry L. Stimson Center.  Prior to joining Stimson, he spent 
many years working on US policy issues in East Asia, both in government and 
in the think tank community.  Mr. Romberg served as Principal Deputy Director 
of the Stat e Department's Policy Planning Staff (1994-98), Senior Adviser and 
Director of the Washington Office of the US Permanent Representative to the 
United Nations (1998-99), and Special Assistant to the Secretary of the Navy 
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(1999-2000).  He was Director of Res earch and Studies at the United States 
Institute of Peace in 1994, following almost ten years as C.V. Starr Senior 
Fellow for Asian Studies at the Council on Foreign Relations (1985-1994).  He 
was a Foreign Service Officer from 1964 to 1985, serving in various capacities 
dealing with East Asia, including as Director of the State Department Office of 
Japanese Affairs and Staff Member at the National Security Council responsible 
for China.  Mr. Romberg was Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary of State and 
Deputy Spokesman of the Department from 1981-1985.  He has written 
extensively on US policy, focusing in particular on US relations with the 
People's Republic of China, Taiwan, Korea and Japan. 

Yoshihide Soeya has been Professor of Political Science and International 
Relations at the Faculty of Law of Keio University since 1995, which he joined 
in 1988 as Assistant Professor.  He has also been serving as a Faculty Fellow of 
the Research Institute of Economy, Trade and Industry since 2001.  Before 
joining the Faculty of Law of Keio University, he served as Academic Assistant 
at the Institute of International Relations of Sophia University, and as 
Researcher at the Research Institute for Peace and Security (RIPS) in Tokyo.  
Dr. Soeya has chaired and participated in numerous multinational projects 
including those on Myanmar and ASEAN, US–Japan–Korea security relations, 
post-Cold War Asia-Pacific security environment, confidence-building measures 
in Asia, and building a US–Japan security community.  He was also a member 
of the Prime Minister's Commission on “Japan's Goals in the 21st Century,” 
under the late Prime Minister Keizo Obuchi.  He is the author of numerous 
articles and publications, which include “Taiwan in Japan's Security 
Considerations,” China Quarterly, No. 165 (March 2001); and Japan's Dual 
Identity and the U.S.-Japan Alliance  (Asia/Pacific Research Center, Stanford 
University, May 1998). 

PROJECT CONTRIBUTORS 

Nobumasa Akiyama is Assistant Professor at the Hiroshima Peace Institute 
(HPI).  He is also an adjunct research fellow at the Center for Promotion of 
Disarmament and Non-Proliferation of the Japan Center for International Affairs 
(JIIA). At the HPI he direct ed the research project on legitimacy and rationality 
of new-interventionism.  Prior to joining the HPI, he was a Senior Researcher at 
the Association for Communication of Transcultural Study (ACT Foundation).  
He was a visiting fellow of the Stimson Center in 2000.  He has conducted 
research in energy security, nuclear disarmament and non-proliferation, and 
conflict prevention and post-conflict peace building.  He published numerous 
papers and articles, including a chapter entitled, “Struggle between National 
Interest and Humanitarianism: A Case of Italy's ‘Mission Rainbow,’” in 
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Humanitarian Crises and International Intervention: Prescriptions for 
Recovering Peace (Yushindo, 2003) and “Japan, Protecting Against the Spread 
of Nuclear, Biological and Chemical Weapons: An Action Agenda for the 
Global Partnership, Vol.3” (CSIS, 2003).  He received a Bachelor of Law 
degree from Hitotsubashi Unversity in Tokyo in 1990. In 1994, he earned a 
Master of Public Affairs degree from Cornell University in New York.  

Katsuhisa Furukawa  is Senior Research Associate at the Washington DC 
Office of the Monterey Institute for International Studies’ Center for 
Nonproliferation Studies (CNS).  Prior to coming to CNS in November 2001, he 
was a Research Associate with the Council of Foreign Relations, working on 
projects related to East Asian Security, especially on Japan and Korea.   Mr. 
Furukawa has worked in the United States for the NHK Japan Broadcasting 
Corporation, as an Adjunct Associate Producer, and for the Center for Strategic 
and International Security's Pacific Forum, as a Visiting Fellow.  In Japan, Mr. 
Furukawa worked as Chief of Policy Planning Staff at the Reform of Heisei, an 
NGO that specialized in promoting programs on political and economic reform 
in Japan, where he was charged with overseeing activities on a variety of issues 
and was responsible for liaising with government and business leaders as well as 
labor union chairmen.  He holds a BA in Economics from Keio University, in 
Tokyo, and a Master of Public Administration from Harvard’s John F. Kennedy 
School of Government.  Mr. Furukawa has published numerous articles, 
participated in the creation of several documentary films, and lectures 
occasionally. 

Ken Jimbo became Director of Research at the Japan Forum for 
International Relations (JFIR) in July 2003.  Prior to joining JFIR, he was a 
research fellow at the Japan Institute of International Affairs (JIIA), where he 
studied the US–Japan security alliance, multilateral security in the Asia-Pacific 
region, and missile defense at the Center for Asia-Pacific Studies and the Center 
for American Studies.  His works appear in numerous publications, and include 
Missile Defense: A New Framework of International Security, Satoshi 
Morimoto, ed. (The Japan Institute of International Affairs, 2002) and “ASEAN 
Regional Forum and Preventive Diplomacy: Regionalization of the Concept,” 
The Journal of National Defense.  He has held many research fellowships 
including a visiting fellowship at the Asia-Pacific Research Center at Waseda 
University, Tokyo.  He earned a BA in Policy Management at Keio University, 
Tokyo, and an MA at the Graduate School of Media and Governance, Keio 
University.  He is currently working toward his Ph.D. at the Graduate School of 
Media and Governance, Keio University.  

Andrew L. Oros  is Assistant Professor of Political Science and 
International Studies at Washington College in Chestertown, Maryland.  In 
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2001-02, he served as Japan Task Force manager at the Pacific Council on 
International Policy, the western partner of the Council on Foreign Relations, 
leading to his co-authored publication, Can Japan Come Back?. Dr. Oros 
received his doctorate in political science from Columbia University, writing on 
“the politics of domestic antimilitarism” in Japan's postwar and recent security 
policies, based in part on research conducted over his two years of residence at 
the University of Tokyo.  He continues to conduct research on areas related to 
the domestic politics of security policy, including the areas of foreign 
intelligence and theater missile defense.  Previously he studied Japan-Europe 
relations as a Marshall scholar at the London School of Economics (M.S., 1992), 
and international relations and East Asian languages and cultures at the 
University of Southern California (B.A., 1991). His work has appeared in 
numerous publications, including Japan Forum, The Journal of Public and 
International Affairs, Intelligence and National Security, The International 
Journal of Intelligence and Counterintelligence, Millennium, his co-edited book,  
Culture in World Politics, and numerous newspapers around the world. 

Benjamin L. Self is Senior Associate of the East Asia Program at the 
Henry L. Stimson Center.  He directs the Center's programs on confidence-
building measures, Japanese security policy, the US–Japan alliance.  Prior to 
joining the Stimson Center, he was a Visiting Research Fellow at Keio 
University in Tokyo for two years, on a Fulbright Graduate Research 
Fellowship, and from 1993 to 1996 was Program Associate in the Asia Program 
of the Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars.  He received his MA 
in Japan Studies and International Economics in 1993 from Johns Hopkins 
University School of Advanced International Studies (SAIS).  His BA in 
political science is from Stanford University.  He is author of “China–Japan 
Relations: A Façade of Friendship.” (Washington Quarterly, Winter 2002-2003) 
and co-editor of An Alliance for Engagement: Building Cooperation in Security 
Relations with China (Stimson Center, August 2002). 

Sheila A. Smith is a Research Fellow in Politics and Security at the East-
West Center located in Honolulu, Hawaii.   Prior to joining the Center, she was 
an Assistant Professor at Boston University.  She has held many visiting 
fellowships in Japan, including terms of research with the International Institute 
for Japanese Studies in Kyoto as a Visiting Associate Professor and with the 
University of the Ryukyus in Okinawa.   Her works have been widely published 
in numerous books and scholarly journals, including “Japan’s Uneasy Citizens 
and the US–Japan Alliance,” Asia-Pacific Issues, No. 54 (Honolulu: East West 
Center, September 2001) and “The Evolution of Military Cooperation in the 
U.S.-Japan Alliance,” in U.S.-Japan Security Relations: Past, Present and 
Future, Michael J. Green and Patrick Cronin, eds. (Washington, DC:  Council 
on Foreign Relations, 1999).  She received her BA with magna cum laude from 
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the Political Science and East Asian Languages and Cultures Departments, an 
MA and a Ph.D. in Political Science at Columbia University.  

Jeffrey W. Thompson is Research Associate of the East Asia Program at 
the Henry L. Stimson Center, where he co-organizes projects on Japanese 
security policy and regional security issues.  Prior to joining the Stimson Center 
in August 2001, he worked as a program associate for the US-China Policy 
Foundation in Washington, D.C., serving as a coordinator of programs for 
congressional staff on China and US-China relations. He also worked as a 
program associate at the Japan Society in New York from 1995 to 1999, where 
he organized lectures and panel discussions on economic, political, and security 
issues relevant to US–Japan relations.  He received his MA in China Studies and 
International Economics from the Johns Hopkins University School of 
Advanced International Studies (SAIS) in 2001 and a BA in International 
Studies from Earlham College in Indiana in 1995.  He is co-editor of An 
Alliance for Engagement: Building Cooperation in Security Relations with 
China (Stimson Center, August 2002). 


